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Winning a fight for stronger drug-safety laws

When Kim Witczak of Minneapolis talks
aboul a new federal Law that aims 1o make
preserption dirugs safer you realize the
issue is person:l.”IE only some of these
changes were in place four years aga, I
'I!I'I.'I|._‘|' Beliayve my lusband wonald scill be
alive today”™ says Witczgak who joined
Consumers Union's campaign for drsg-
safety reform. She believes antidepres-
sants led o ler hushand'=s suicide.

In Septemnber. Congress passed and
President Bush signed into low what is
considered to be the mest sweeping dnig-
safiety legislation in nearly 45 years. The
la; prompted in part by problems with
the pain medication Vicas: and the antide-
pressant Pazal, wall require results from
clirdcal drug shedies 6 be made publie 50
tnat conguers and doctars will Enea the
good and had news about medicatlons.

‘Within 1% months drugmakers will
v 1o past comprehensive simmares of
the rasults of their deweg rials on the
[nteryet. The data will be vital (o re-
searchers and doctors. It will inchade in-
formation abmat how a doog performaed
witen fested on hemans and later infor-
Ao O the I:r"'Jg'.‘l gide effects

The Food and Dmig Administration

will have the power o Teguire a drg
company to change its warning labels if
safety prablems emenge and to make e
company run additbonal safery studies,
Undl -mow, the FDA
colald ask drugmakers
b ko foblow-up stwdies
but usually couldn't re-
guire rem. As of last
vear, some B9 shidies
had vet to be completed
by dreg manufachurers

TWhdbe yoatTl S spe
plenty of drug adver-
tisemenits, the FIWA will
have the authomty o
regulabe  them  mon:
atrictly (& CU-backed
measure’ that failled
would  have et the
agency tempararily ban
ads for new |'JJ'LI|=',"S- that
raksed salery concems.}

A provision pro-
pased by Witczak was included in the
final bl All print ads will inclede & tall-
free number and Web slie address 50 oon-
sUMmers can more easily roport negathe
drug reactions to the FOU,

toast with that?

Before 1921, sleepy Americans burned a lot of
toast. Back then, all the toasters sold in this coune
try were manuat You had to pop up the slices your-
self. If you dillydallied, wour toast was, well, toast,

For our March 1952 report we tested automatic
and manual teasters, The Toast-0O-Later Maded J, at
left, moved bread slice by slice an a conweyar
rinning between twe heating elemants. But If you
weren't paying attention {againl, we neted, a plece
might “beunse or redl ento the table or the fleor”

Thares mo excuse for burmt or bouncing foast
todane. Fiease pass the jollhye

Current FDA panels that cecommend
d.ni,gﬁ]'Ifll.'&]J]JID‘-'-ELEI|1E'IBIJHEUJIJE‘]1}EEI1T.HE'TS
with financial tdes to the companics
whose medications are under considera-
tion. The new law de-
creases the mumber ol
p&l]l'.‘] members with in-
dustry condticts by some 25
poroent ower fve years
{CU supported a ban on
any comenities members
with comflicts.)

Consumers Uninn will
cantimie working for ra-
forms o pive Americans
the IZIJ'LLI,'-E-EI!E[}' mysiem
they deserve. One focus;
More than half the FDs
drug-approvil budpat
comes from the pharma-
centcal indusiry  with
strings attached, If the
FIry can't be fully fond-
#d by the Treasury. as
mast  olher government agencies
are. then any money that does coma
from the pharmaceuatical industry must
come without restrictions or industey-
i:I'I:|[:II.I.‘iL'd. tirretables
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